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    Dear friends, now I am eager to tell you a story that is indeed 
a critique of our own situation. A story for guiding those who seek 
guidance and knowledge, and want to be aware of disasters 
on the way of righteousness, and search for a way to put these 
obstacles behind.
In ancient times, there was a sincere king whose heart and soul 
was illuminated by faith, and he lived in utmost glory and power. 
Someday, the king desired to go hunting game, and mounted his 
horse and went hunting accompanied by courtiers and entourage. 
The mass of people and pedestrians who had heard the news of 
king’s parade, gathered whether young or old, and among them, 
there was a moon-faced, fairy-bodied maiden who stole king’s 
heart and mind at a glance. 
The king’s parade was halted by his order, and his agents bought 
out the maiden and took her to the court. As such, the king who 
was going to hunt game became prey to a beautiful maiden and 
could enjoy her company. But the good times were cut short 
for the king, since the destiny caused the maiden to become ill 
notwithstanding her apparent livelihood and strength. 
The king’s conditions was like a person seeks water carrying a 
pot, but when he happily finds the water, he smashes the pot. 
Pain and gain always come together, wordly fortune does not last, 
and one cannot seek really sustainable happiness through carnal 
manifestations.
The King’s life had turned depressing by the maiden’s ill health, 
and he ordered to fetch skilled medics and submitted the maiden 
to them for treatment.
They were confident of their knowledge and thus claimed to be 
the Christ on earth and said they possessed the panacea to all 
maladies. Their vanity rooted in their knowledge, did not allow 

them to remember the Will of The Lord in all states and be mindful 
that the true healer is the Lord’s clear essence. 
Since the Lord’s Will was set on showing the mankind’s misery, 
drugs and treatments were useless and resulted in reverse. The 
maiden was getting sicker and paler everyday and the king, more 
miserable and regretful. 
The incapacity of medics to treat what they thought was so easy, 
made the king realize that the case was odd, so he hastily went 

The King Who Fell in Love with the Maiden
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to the prayer altar and begged the Needless One. The king’s 
sincere tears and his immense grief and misery, and wails 
coming from the heart, turned into a key for closed doors and an 
invisible caller annunciated him while he was sleep after a lot of 
weeping and wailing, that his wish had been fulfilled, “Tomorrow, 
a stranger will come who is a messenger of The Righteous One 
and you eyewitness the power of The Righteous One in his way 
of treatment.”
The king who had gained hope by hearing the undetectable 
call was waiting upon the castle when a bowed elderly arrived 
as delicate as a dream. He realized that the dream had come 
true and eagerly went to welcome the guest sent by the invisible 
force and embraced him. He felt that his soul was familiar with the 
elderly soul, as if they had been soul mates. 
The king was lost in his kind bosom and on that moment, felt all his 
love and emotion was directed towards that warden or The Righteous 
One’s man, not towards carnal manifestations. But achieving that 
wisdom and truth, had required those restlessness and toils.
The king sent the spiritual elderly to the harem at the patient’s 
bed. Upon considering the maiden’s symptoms, the divine sage 
diagnosed that her sickness was caused by cardiac problems 
related to love, not a metabolic anomaly.
 He sat beside the patient with fatherly sympathy, and asked her 
to talk about her life story and a narration of her friends. He closely 
followed her life story and was watched her heart beat. 
The maiden seemed to enjoy the memories of the past and the 
towns she had been living. She told tales from here and there until 
she uttered the name Samarkand, and at that moment her heart 
beat changed. Her face turned red and thereafter yellow and that 
paleness was caused by the Samarkand origin of a goldsmith with 
whom the maiden had fallen in love.
The king got the news from the spiritual sage and the sage 

ordered that two competent chamberlains go fetch the Samarkand 
goldsmith and tell him the king had summoned him as the special 
court goldsmith and there would be huge wealth and status 
awaiting him. This way, the Samarkand goldsmith was fascinated 
by the riches and ambition, so he mounted an Arabian horse and 
happily scooted, and went for the high status what was in fact his 
blood money, and headed towards ill fate.
The king and guards welcomed the goldsmith warmly and 
respected him, and arranged for his security and rest. Then the 
guest sent by the invisible force ordered the king to spare the 
maiden to the goldsmith and arrange their marriage. This way, the 
maiden lived with the Samarkand goldsmith for 6 months and got 
well. Then the spiritual sage prepared a potion and fed it to the 
goldsmith thence he started to melt down in the presence of the 
maiden, and after a while lost his beauty and charm. Thereafter, 
the maiden saw no beauty in him and her love diminished. 
The goldsmith’s eyes whose handsome features had become his 
life enemy, wept blood instead of tears. He saw himself as a deer 
whose blood had been spilt for its perfumed musk, or a peacock 
that was caged for its colorful feathers. He did not realize that his 
sin was teasing the self and keeping it at the lowest level and thus 
he was doomed. Therefore, the goldsmith passed away and the 
maiden was freed from his love and the toils. 

On the path to Allah, anything that hinders cleansing of the soul 
must be destroyed. The murder of goldsmith by the divine sage, 
who is a symbol of The Righteous One’s warden and delegate, 
was a hint by The Righteous One not by the will of the king. This 
is like the boy slaughtered by Khezr (a.s.) and the common man 



12 13

R
um

i’s stories

R
um

i’s stories

driven from «divine world» and imprisoned in «present world» 
and « body cage».»Slave Girl» is a symbol of the human soul 
in lower cases that falls in love of the Goldsmith, who is the 
token of worldly concerns. She isn›t able to get herself rid from 
it except the help and guidance of heavenly sage.

cannot penetrate its secret.
Great Holy Spirit “is pure light and abstract. This spirit is settled 

at the highest level of existence, but ‘imagination” is formed in the 
mind and is the brainchild from emotions and senses visualizing 
in different forms. Since the universe involves both metaphorical 
and actual existences imaginary is unreal and not feasible. Rumi 
believes imaginary is part of mental assumptions their instances 
version. Sometimes philosophers refer to imaginary as the 
ability to concept minor meanings and in most cases it has been 
used as the synonymous of delusion and illusion.
Theoretical mysticism assigns two ranks for imaginary world: 

absolute and conditioned. In imaginative perception, human 
connected to absolute imaginary world where the entire truths 
are collected. However, the interference of human lower soul due 
to the dominance of susceptibilities and camel desires, make 
human not to concept the truths in divinity world. So the human 
imaginary and his lower conception deviate from truth because 
it is highly abolished in the darkness of present world.
All the Shah’s politeness and respect to “Spiritual Director” 

indicates one of the main aspect of “Treading the path” named 
“Politeness” which according to mystics, includes: apparently 
politeness and heartfelt politeness. Sine qua non in friendship is 
“Politeness”.”Politeness” is onlooker to our thoughts, feelings, 
words, deeds and actions .So, taking notice to the fact that God 
is always present and see us, makes spiritual literate leads his 
attention to his inner and soul and self-discipline it  and  good 
behaviors conscientiously. Mystics refer to it as “care from the 
soul of heartfelt politeness”. It is main factor is the presence with 
fresh heart on the obverse of God. In this way, one could elevate 
his soul, get good attributes, be in quiet and peace and adapt 
himself with the present world.
“Shah» ,here, is the symbol of «Great Holy Spirit «which is 
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   The grocer’s sweet singing green parrot was always watching 
over the shop and talked to the customers with utmost delicacy 
and by telling fine anecdotes, made people happy and the grocer 
business boomed. One of the days, as the parrot was jumping 
around the shop as a habit, it hit the flower oil jars and shattered 
them and oil was spilt all over the place. 
At dawn, the grocer went to the shop as usual and sat on his seat 
satisfactorily. But his oily clothes made him aware of the incident. 
The loss of expensive oil, and the oil-smudged shop and clothing 
was so overwhelming that he angrily hit the parrot hard on the 
head. The blow was so powerful that the parrot’s hair fell off its 
scalp and the parrot that had got used to be very cutesy and the 
center of attention, decided to remain silent. It did not say a word 
and did not sing anymore. 
The grocer’s regret and 
his imploring and begging 
to make the parrot talk 
were useless.
The grocer spent three 
days and three nights in 
sadness and sorrow, and 
the fourth day, when he 
was hopelessly sitting 
at his shop, he was 
astounded by seeing the parrot who was excited by meeting a 
wool-clothed Bohemian who had shaved his head and face as 
Bohemians do. The parrot enthusiastically asked the Dervish:
-“Hey, bald man, how did you get bald? Did you spill the oil out of a jar?”
The people laughed at this fallacy that the parrot had identified 
itself with the Bohemian. 

The essence of this anecdote is expressing the loss of false 
analogy and comparing the status of a perfect mystic with 
the common man, that is, the perfect men’s job cannot be 
compared with the average man. There is emphasis on this 
delicate point that a major factor of people’s cluelessness is 
false analogy A comparison that makes the infidels to see the 
messengers and sages as themselves and do not realize the 
huge difference between the two.
There are main difference between the character of prophets 

and saints with ordinary people. Divine spirituality conquered 
whole parts of their existence and they found heavenly 
individual that are far different with the characteristics of 
usual people. They seem in similar with other people in shape 
and body, but enjoy highly and blessed soul and statues that 
has got extreme dissimilarities. As the bees and the wasps, 
although they appear the same, but what bee produces i.e. 
honey is very different with outcome of wasp, i.e. sting. We 
could see such difference between the production of gazelle 
and deer. Both of them also look like apparently, but gazelle 
drops dung while deer fill the space with musk. You could find 
so many similarities in the present world.
The present world is the scene of the manifestation of 

great God’s attributes. Faithfulness manifests the righteous 
obedience of God and sinfulness is the symbol belonging to 
unbelievers to God. So, both of them has got the same origin. 
Mystics emphasizes to ignore the present world because here 
is the place for goodness and badness, and take the most 
attention to the creature of the goodness and badness or belief 
and disbelief, because only who is the origin.

The Grocer and the Parrot


